286      Truth on the Tragedy of France
Minister of War and Minister for Foreign Affairs at the
same time. It was always at the Rue St. Dominique that
he lived and received Ambassadors. This antipathy had
much to do with the obstinacy he always showed to those
of his friends, myself among them, who urged him to give
up the portfolio of War Minister in order to devote himself
to foreign policy.
* As we know, too, he made it a regular point of honour
to stay where he was, M. Reynaud having displayed a
hostile relentlessness instead of a friendly and accom-
modating spirit in endeavouring to dislodge him from the
Rue St. Dominique. M. Daladier would, perhaps, have
agreed to abandon his Office, but it would have been,
as we are already in a position to realise, in order to leave
the Government altogether.
But the collapse of General Gamelin no longer left him
the same liberty of movement. If he refused to move to
the Quai d'Orsay, the Premier would be well placed for
disregarding him, and dispensing with his assistance in
the Cabinet altogether. It cost M. Daladier much self-
sacrifice to resign himself to this interchange which, as
things were, looked like a falling oft in his power, whereas,
a fortnight before it would have seemed an act of con-
descension on his part. He considered also, no doubt,
that by remaining in the Cabinet, even in an uncongenial
post, he would be better able to defend himself against the
campaign which was beginning to develop against him, and
which both M. Paul Reynaud and his circle fomented to
the best of their ability.
Moreover, in the event of M. Daladier again refusing,
M. Paul Reynaud was resolved to call upon someone else
to take over the Foreign Office. He had pronounced the
name of Chauteraps, who, Vice-Premier without portfolio,
would have asked nothing better, but M. Camille Chau-
temps* clearly established defeatism had caused the
President of the Republic to pull a wry face. He had
likewise mentioned the name of Marshal Petain, only to